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Vulnerability assessments on the one hand and climate change related adaptation strategies on the other hand de-
velop in most cases in parallel, rather than in a synergetic mode.
Present adaptation measures and strategies often focus on potential impacts of climate change related changes, 
while traditional vulnerability assessment often puts emphasis on the most vulnerable groups based on past events 
and local knowledge. However, it is likely that coping and adaptation strategies to natural hazards applied in the 
past might not be a sufficient basis to deal with hazard phenomena not yet experienced by local communities. Ad-
ditionally, one also has to consider the limits of adaptation for some regions and groups, often not considered in 
present concepts. Based on this general findings, the high level panel discussion organized by UNU-EHS and IHDP 
will focus on requirements for vulnerability and adaptation assessments and the option to link both successfully. 
Emphasis will also be given to the question on whether and how disaster risk reduction can support adaptation to 
climate change in the medium and long run, or why that might be insufficient. Lastly, speakers from different world 
regions will present practical challenges for example when dealing with vulnerability and adaptation to floods and 
sea level rise in the Mekong Delta. Key questions are: What do we need to know?, What can science develop?, and 
What is applicable in policy making?


